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Commercial outfitters

launch rafting season

BY JOHN ELLIOTT

They've been cruising
Kaweah Country for the last sev-
eral weeks. Most of their vehi-
cles have a kayak or two
strapped on top or in a trailer
with several inflatable rafts in
tow,

They

mﬁﬂ:m by
day and listen

o the rolling river

times in the moming, and some-
times in the heat of the spring
day, they might be seen paddling
the river checkiiig any or all of
the renowned rapids from Hospi-
tal Rock to Holiday Falls,

For Kaweah Country, this is a
relatively new breed of visiior
who discovered the Middle Fork
of the Kaweah River in the early
1990z, They are men and women
dressed in Polartec and Teva
sandals, mostly in their 20s, and
looking like they just stepped off
the pages of River magazine, a
new journal of paddlesport and

Kaweah Commonwealth., Mawy 12.

Bozeman, Mont.

These April-May arrivals, with. [#

the exception of Kaweah White-

water Adventures, the sole lo- |®

cally-based rafting company, are

the advance guides of a half- [

dozen commercial

companies
~who hope to soon be bringing in

paying clients by the busload.
Last Friday, as if on cue, the
Kaweah managers of companies

Whitewater Voyages, Whitewan- [
er C ; and 1 ;b

Limits [anched their first sig-
nificant comimercial trips of the
SERI0N.

The reason for the “unofficial®
start of the season was that the

Middle Fork of the Kaweah was.

sustaining a daytime flow above
the magical 2,000 cubic feet per
second (cfs) threshold. Water
levels on the local river at or
slightly above 2,000 c.fs. are
ideal for most clients who are
secking the popular Class IV+
experience.
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RWER RECREATIONISTS: Riﬂﬂ:paddhvmuﬂymmﬂmmsuﬁdeFm. Sustained

flows around 2,000 cfs that began Friday, May 5, have made the Middle Fork of the Kaweah

ideal for a whitewater adventure.

This challenging run is recom-
mended only for the fit, active,
experienced paddiers with strong
swimming ability who are able
stay in a wildly tossing boat all
the while paddling vigorously.
‘Wet suits are requited carly in the
season because of the snowmelt-
driven water that can render an
mic in a matter of minutes,

A typical commercial package
with one of the larger outfitters in-
cludes two days of rafting, accom-
modations, and at least some the
meals and snacks. Clients shell
out several hundred dollars for the
guided trips through the scenic

Kaweah canyon,

the Kaweah River during the cur-

“Last weekend, the river was rent season. All are subject to

ideal for commercial runs,” said
Amicaya Frediani, Kaweah
manager for Whitewater Voy-
ages. “There were 50 or 60 raf-
ters booked by the four or five
companies -that were operating
that weekend,”
Frediani said that most of his
company’s trips this month are
booked for weekends.  The
peak of the season is expected
to be around Memorial Day.
Tulare County, under the pro-
visions of the Kaweah River
Management Plan, has licensed
eight companies to operate on

specific conditions, which inchude

designated places to park, put in,

‘mealirest stops, take out, and

camp. :
Among the sanctioned meal/rest -
stops are Anne Lang’s Empotium,
Naturedome, and the Riverview
Restaurant, Dorletta Hildebrand,
who along with her husband Rex,
owns the Riverview, says she en-
joys having the rafters put in for
lunch. '
“The rafers really help my
business while it’s still a little

— see RAFTING, page 6



slow before the summer season,”
she said.

Local business owners and the
rafting companies are looking for
some improvement over 1999,
Because of a shortened season
and low water levels, only 292
commercial rafts were docu-

Some rafters thought that the
publicity about recent rafting-
related deaths, including one last

afting the Kaweah

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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have discouraged some would-be
clients. According to a recent
study published in River maga-
zine, in the eight-year period be-
tween 1990 and 1997, 22 deaths
occurred on  commercially-
The study examined 15 rivers
that had significant commercial
activity throughout the United
States, Of the 22 deaths, 14

were drownings and eight were
" — see RAFTING, page 7

 KAWEAH KAYAKER |

and irregular, rocks, eddies

| (whirlpools), clear -passages

Raftlﬂg * died in car accidents in 1997
i alone. . “Too bad we can’t drive
T ee.. . . . back and forth-to work in rafts,”

continued from page 6 5, Pooley, an avid kayaker

L ' who is a rafting-season resident
health-related from causes like of Three Rivers and riverfront
heart attack and respiratory fail- property owner, has a compre-
ure. : hensive website detailing every-

.ln_'mm rast, over 21,000 people thing anyone needs to knmow

v, grides

1 kuminmhﬁn._

‘you have to talk the talk:
Eddies— A whirlpool.
Holes— When water|

drops over an obstacle, it

curls

‘a waterway.
- Take-Out—  Hoist the
mﬂ the irlp’ai over.

rafters can take their wvirtual
whitewpter voyage on The
Kaweah River Page hitp./fwww.
c2.com/kawesh. There’s current
flow charts, photos, first as-
cents, and a blow-by-blow de-
scription of every rapid on the
river from Hospital Rock to
Lake Kawesh.




